Surrey County Chess Association

U-140 Team Captain’s Report 2012 - 2013
Following our success in previous years, this season has been a time for rebuilding the team since many of last year’s participants became ineligible for the U-140 team.   We were therefore pleased to welcome new faces to the competition which allowed us to put up a creditable performance in the Southern Counties competition.  However, we failed to make the National Finals for the first time in 4 years.
1. Team Composition

The team this year gave a good representation of the Surrey clubs with our usual mix of both male and female players, with multi-ethnic backgrounds and a very wide age range.     We were at a disadvantage in the lack of players with grades of 130+ but still had an excellent spirit and attitude, with only one defaulted board over the whole season.  Details are as follows:
· 27 players took part over the season, of which 9 were new players
· 10 clubs were represented
· The youngest participant was 10 and the eldest was over 70
· 4 matches were attended

· We travelled to 2 away matches at Middlesex and Essex
2. Results

	Season
	Southern Counties League
	ECF Finals

	2012 - 2013
	5th
	n/a

	2011 - 2012
	Champions
	Semi-finalists

	2010 – 2011
	Runners up
	Quarter-finalists

	2009 - 2010
	Champions
	Quarter-finalists


On a personal level, everyone involved in the team worked hard so we would like to say a big well done and thank you to all who took part.  Many participants helped with transport and all made huge efforts to get to matches.  Several players turned in excellent results and I would like to congratulate the following in particular (averages are in brackets):



Daniel Muir ( 75%)



Gavin Poludniowski (75%)

Alan Bates ( 66.6%)
3. Forward Plans
Many of the current team have made good progress, and although several players will therefore be ineligible for U140 matches, we are still looking forward to getting a better result in 2013 – 2014, helped by the same enthusiasm and commitment as we have enjoyed this season.
Author: D. J. Howes (U-140 Team Captain) 
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