Hi Surrey Stalwarts!

I thought you might like an update on the start of season `National' County Rapid Play event held yesterday in Wanstead (Essex). Unfortunately this year the turnout was even sparser with only 4 teams (Essex1, Middlesex 1, Surrey1 and Essex 2). Last year at least there were 2 more SCCU teams. Next year I believe it will be proposed that another Union takes over the cudgel in the hope that if it is held more centrally, then hopefully it may become a true National event. All this said though it was a great days chess and for the most part highly competitive. 

Our team led the scratch event after 2rds -we went down 6.5 to 5.5 to Middlesex (a win on the handicap for us as they averaged about 180 and we were 169). At one stage it was 3.5 all and we were better on the 5 remaining boards but in time trouble on 4 of them so it worked out in their favour. Chris had a good win against Bob Eames, and Francis a good one against Ian Calvert. 

In rd two we walloped Essex 2 (av grade 142) 11-1 to take the scratch and Handicap lead. We were never told but I think we were due to win by a margin of about 9-3 or 9.5 to 2.5. Essex 2 seemed weaker on paper than last year-they dropped away quickly grading wise after bd 6, and so any pts they gained would be a danger on the handicap! 

Rd 3 saw us up against the very strong 195 av? Essex first team. We duly went down fighting but to a fairly miserable 9.5 to 2.5 loss. John Moore gave Larry Marden a tense struggle (despite the 41pt margin) but eventually succumbed. However, although not told I think the handicap score should have been something like 8.5-3.5. So not a disaster for us. After rd 3 the handicap position was about level between ourselves and Essex 2, whilst in the scratch event Essex 1 led Middlesex marginally, with us trailing, and Essex in the wake. 

In the last rd we had a Jamboree. Yours truly got his third Black of the afternoon and was again up against the Essex 1 bd4. Unfortunately I over-pressed! So for me only 2/4 (181+). By no means bad, but a slightly poor return on what was in the main a good days play. Our team did pretty well getting 7, including a good win by Robin Haldane, and a good draw by Graham on bd 2 against Andrew Stone. But it turned out that Essex 2 had pipped us on the Handicap (subject to confirmation though!). Essex 1 finished top with 32/48, with Middx second on 27.5 and Surrey on a very respectable 26pts in 3rd place, with Essex 2 way behind in 4th with 10.5pts, but somewhat amazingly handicap winners! (?!) Figures don't lie, but Surrey thought with that margin ever widening that we had done enough. But sadly to no avail! L. It must have been at least close though! 

Surrey's best score performers were Julien Shepley on a great 4/4, and Dan Staples on 3/4. Geoff Marchant fought back to get to 2.5/4. Francis Fields and Robin Haldane both did very well too with 2.5/4 apiece. Chris Briscoe got a plus score on bd1 which was pretty good (only losing to Essex 1's 227). The Essex board 1 David Haydn 227 (and newest ECF FM) did very well to get 4/4 (RP 249-)! Not surprisingly their bottom 3 boards picked up 11/12-since their bottom board was 181. Sands (212) on board 2 also did well with ¾. 

Our team order, individual scores and 4 round rating performances were:

Bd1 Chris Briscoe 210: RP (207+) 2.5/4

Bd2 Graham Keane 198: RP (177+) 1/4

Bd3 Robin Haldane 179: RP (207+)  2.5/4

Bd4 Owen Phillips 182: RP (181+) 2/4

Bd5 John Foley 178: RP (154) 1/4

Bd6 Julien Shepley 172: RP ( 214) 4/4!

Bd7 Geoff Marchant 176: RP (171+) 2.5/4

Bd8 Dan Staples 174: RP (179) 3/4

Bd9 Francis Fields 166: RP (178+) 2.5/4

Bd10 John Moore 143: RP (152) 1.5/4

Bd11 Ben Franklin 136: RP (E136+) 1.5/4 

Bd12 David Howes 117: RP (129) 2/4

Thanks again to all who played. 

Well done IVOR great Essex team performances and Essex 1 retained the Trophy in style!!! Can you/they do the treble next year?!

Next year hopefully Surrey shall fare even better after a train journey up to the Midlands or Oxford?!

ATB, Owen. 

