Surrey County Chess Association

U-160 Team Captain’s Report 2015 – 2016
Overview of season:
The U160 team had 39 players this season, 4 juniors, 2 female, 37 male. The table below is as reported on the SCCA website under competitions.

We could have fielded 40 players. Unfortunately in the Sussex match, Stephen Macdonald-Ross had not confirmed he was playing so no space was made on the team. If he had arrived 10 minutes early we would have put him onto the team sheet & put me on the subs bench. Stephen’s last County match was in 14-15 season. We will miss him.
Stage matches: Note Trevor’s Report
A few key moments on the Sussex match – the Open, & U180 teams had defaulted 4 & then 6 boards, the previous weeks, so the run up to that match was confirming that Sussex were going to have 16 boards. We averaged 2 ECF a board higher. The bottom board was a draw between our youngest female, Arushi, & Sussex’s oldest female County player (that I know) Dona Strauss.
With 3 games to come it was 6.5-6.5 & I was confident that we may get 2 draws & a win. With 1 game to go we had 1 win & 1 loss. John McKenna got the final win against Julie Denning, SCCU president. So I got to report to her afterwards that this match was a good advert for SCCU county chess.
On the last SCCU stage match, I owe thanks to Adrian Waldock for ensuring we got a good side out & travelling arrangements by car, & also John Moore turning up in case we were having travelling difficulties. A resounding 10-6 win & even letting me take the luxury of a draw offer a pawn down. Please remember that whilst an individual may lose a particular game, the U160 team had no defaults all season.
	Under 160
	Opponents
	H/A
	Venue
	Result
	Score
	Comments

	24 October 2015
	Middlesex
	Home
	Coulsdon
	Lost
	7 - 9
	

	7 November 2015
	Sussex
	Home
	Coulsdon
	Won
	8½ - 7½
	

	30 January 2016
	Essex
	Away
	Wanstead
	Lost
	7 - 9
	

	27 February 2016
	Kent
	Away
	Dartford
	Won
	10 - 6
	

	30 April 2016
	Norfolk
	Home
	Writtle
	Won
	12½ - 3½
	National preliminary round

	21 May 2016
	Nottinghamshire
	Away
	Milton Keynes
	Won
	8½ - 7½
	National quarter-final

	11 June 2016
	Middlesex
	Home
	Cheam
	Lost
	6 - 10
	National semi-final


National Stages Round up:
The preliminary match took a lot of arranging as Norfolk captain was making arrangements by telephone & letter & not allowing our Hosts, Ivor Smith & Writtle, e-mailing us the arrangements. We also had 2 players confirming they were going to travel around midnight the night before. This led to a situation where we had 18 players so Adrian Waldock & myself were named as substitutes. There were other players that would rather not had played but confirmed when earlier in the week we were short. Anyway a resounding win.
The Nottinghamshire match was excellent – hosts Milton Keynes OU – and ex-Surbiton player Graham Borrowdale – sorting out the venue. Nottinghamshire captain Neil Graham was excellent in organising. It was a joint U160/U120 match.

We went 3 down early on, but then Peter Horlock’s win got us back. John McKenna looked at scoresheet to continue playing on in a level position. Of course he turned it around. I had the pleasure of being offered a draw by Notts captain when he could not find a plan to continue. With the outstanding matches it was key to agree. We got outstanding results in the top half. Board count was in our favour and therefore will go right to the end & quite clear to me that Roy Reddin was going to continue to play on & win to seal the match.
Semi-final against Middlesex at Cheam. Thanks for all that got there early & Owen Phillips coming with some missing boards & score sheets. Those arriving later were caught in torrential downpours & it seems transport problems from the east (Carshalton). A 10-6 loss was deserved but some great individual performances. They may have got some excellent players out but they were also missing Roger Scowen who was playing for his country in a seniors event. It was actually a joy to offer all those coming in soaked, tea/coffee, refreshments, & putting confused players on the correct board.
Overall noticeable individual performances:

Two players with 7 games: John McKenna 6/7 (85.7%), Francis Fields 3/7 (tough on high boards).

Four players with 6 games: Trevor Jones 4.5/6 (75%), Nick (+1) Martin Cath (-1), Ian Deswarte (-1).
Michael Ifalore 3/5 (60%), a great effort from a Junior player against strong players.

Ali Anvarinaeni 3.5/4 (87.5%) on top board – fantastic effort & performance & likely to be ineligible next season.

David Sedgwick 2.5/4 (62.5%).
Ian McLeod 2.5/3 (83.3%). Roy Reddin 2/3 (66.7%).

Neil Maxwell 2/2 (100%). Antony Collins 1.5/2 (75%).

John wins my player of the season award, and, hopefully Trevor agrees. 
Finally,

The U160 team (or previously U150 team, or County Third Team) had never got to a national semi-final stage before so well done all.
Nick Grey

Joint Captain U160s.

