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Minutes of the League Composition Meeting 20 August 2019
Venue: Cheam Parochial Rooms, 42 The Broadway, Cheam

Start time 7.55 pm
Chairman: Paul Shepherd

Present (with voting rights)
Dan Rosen, Bertie Barlow Ashtead

Peter Lawrence, Brian Skinner Dorking
Marcus Gosling Epsom
Julien Shepley Guildford

Alan Scrimgour, John Foley, Nick Grey Kingston
Paul Dunican, Kevin Thurlow(part) Redhill

Huw Williams Richmond

Ken Chamberlain, Martin Cath, David Howes South Norwood

Martin Smith Streatham
Paul Shepherd (with proxy for David Morant and Paul Durrant) Surbiton 

Daniel Young Wallington

John Wilcox, Russell Granat Wimbledon
Attendee entitled to a casting vote: Paul Shepherd (Chairman)
Attendees not entitled to vote: David Sedgwick (Life Vice President). 
Apologies for Absence: Gordon Rennie, Geoff Stearn, Malcolm Groom, Trevor Jones, Phil Stimpson, Mike Gunn, David Hodgson, Clive Frostick and Owen Phillips.

Presentation of John Hawson Trophy

The John Hawson Trophy, which is a competition for those aged over 60 based on their percentage score over 5 or more games in SCCA team competitions, was won by Kevin Thurlow (Redhill). He was presented with the Trophy by SCCA President Paul Shepherd. Kevin mentioned that he had never played John Hawson but had spoken to him at various events. He expressed his thanks for the Trophy and presentation.    
Acceptance of entries into the Inter-Club Competitions
There were 2 new entrants, Richmond and Battersea, for the new season.
Paul Shepherd invited Huw Williams to speak about Richmond Chess Club.

Huw advised that since he became Secretary the club have gained 14 new members. The club have a new venue, The Roebuck, which is a public house. They also have a new website. He advised the use of social media had helped dramatically with their membership drive. The new venue is easy to get to, provides sufficient space but they cannot provide tea or coffee. They have decided the Centenary Trophy is the most appropriate competition for them.
Agreement of the Main League divisional structure and number of boards per division       

Details of the club entries had been provided to the meeting. John Foley thought they all slotted in nicely.  There were 6 entries in the Minor Trophy with either a single round involving 5 matches for each club or a double round with 10 matches for each club. Epsom, Surbiton and Ashtead preferred a double round but Dorking and South Norwood a single round. There was no representative from Crystal Palace present.

The alternatives discussed were to make the Minor Trophy a single round but those clubs preferring a double round could play graded friendlies between them under the auspices of the SCCA. The other option was for those clubs wanting extra matches to enter a team in the Ellery Williams instead of or in addition to the graded friendlies. Ashtead agreed to enter a team in the Ellery Williams in addition to Epsom and South Norwood so that competition will run. 
It was agreed nem.con that the number of boards in the Beaumont Cup will be 7 and in the Ellam Trophy 6. Thus, a summary of the number of boards for each team in the Main League is shown below. 
Surrey Trophy – 8 boards (single round)
Beaumont Cup – 7 boards (single round)
Ellam Trophy – 6 boards (double round)
Centenary Trophy – 6 boards (double round)
Minor Trophy – 6 boards (single round)
Allocation of teams into the various divisions of the Main League
The composition of the competitions as shown below was agreed nem.con
Surrey Trophy

Guildford 1

Guildford 2

CCF 
Crystal Palace 1
Surbiton 1

Wimbledon 1

Kingston 1
Single round
Beaumont Cup

Ashtead 1

Surbiton 2
South Norwood 1

Wimbledon 2
Streatham
Wallington

Surbiton 3

Single round

Ellam Trophy
Guildford 3

Redhill

Wimbledon 3
Dorking 1

Surbiton 4

Double round

Centenary Trophy
Epsom 1
Kingston 2

Wimbledon 4
Richmond

South Norwood 2

Double round

Minor Trophy
Ashtead 2
Crystal Palace 2
Dorking 2

Epsom 2

South Norwood 3

Surbiton 5
Single round
Fred Manning

Ashtead

South Norwood

Wimbledon
Double Round

Ellery Williams
South Norwood

Ashtead

Epsom
Double round

Stoneleigh
Dorking

Guildford

South Norwood

Double Round

Acceptance of the entries for the cup competitions shown below were agreed nem.con.
Alexander Cup

Kingston

Wimbledon

CCF

Guildford

Surbiton

Epsom

Battersea

Lauder Trophy

Dorking
Guildford

South Norwood

Kingston
Ashtead

Crystal Palace

Epsom
Wallington

Draw for the Alexander Cup and Lauder Trophy

Alexander Cup
CCF      
v
Kingston
Epsom          v         Wimbledon
Guildford      v         Battersea
Surbiton Bye  
Lauder Trophy
Ashtead
   v
South Norwood
Dorking            v
Crystal Palace
Guildford           v     Epsom
Kingston             v      Wallington



Any Other Business

1. Paul Shepherd requested that the following clubs provide answers to the questions sent to them by email on 26 July and 18 August about the fixtures: Guildford, Kingston, South Norwood, Streatham and Wallington. Replies should be sent to Brian Skinner.
2. Russell Granat requested clubs be reminded that the Surrey Chess      Congress will be held on 4 – 6 October. The details are already provided in SCCA News but he would like a note about it to also be shown on the front page of the SCCA website.

3. Richmond normally meet on a Monday evening but they are flexible and can accommodate matches on other days of the week.

4. Mike Gunn reported that the error in the ECF grading for SCCA players has been corrected and the revised grading will be shown in the end of August list.
5. Brian Skinner drew attention to the fact that the ECF grading list no longer shows the ages of juniors. That information is needed for the Tommy Dunne Trophy. Paul Shepherd comment the issue has already been taken up by Dan Rosen and that the SCCA Board would follow the matter up with Brian after the meeting.
6. The release of the Fixtures will depend on when the London League Fixtures are available. It is anticipated they will be sent out before 7 September.
7. John Foley mentioned that he is involved in a project developing chess in Ethiopia and they are short of chess equipment. In particular the project would benefit from receiving redundant analogue clocks from the UK. The London Chess League have a supply of redundant analogue clocks as do the SCCA. The SCCA in particular could possibly provide the project with a number, to be determined, of such clocks.
The meeting closed at 8.46 pm.

